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What is the Absolute Territory of an “onii-san”? 


-An endless vista of dreams and romance stretches 
out past the horizon of cloth to a young man’s bare 
skin- 


| must truly thank you for picking up this collection. 
Before you actually set your eyes upon the art, I’d 
like to explain to you the meaning of the word “onii- 
san.” [Onii-san] n. Japanese. A man who has finished 
growing into adulthood. He’s past the lustrousness of 
his teen years and has entered life as a full-fledged 
member of society. As he continues his tedious daily 
grind, he suddenly realizes that years have passed. 
Though his spirit may have stagnated, his body re- 
mains pure. A man who has come to believe that 
many things just don’t make much of a difference 
anymore. He’s not living a vivid life. 


In other words, my theme lies between the boy and 
the businessman, and in large part I’m concerned 
with young men. I'd like to stress my use of the con- 
cept of “Absolute Territory.” 


The Absolute Territory | refer to isn’t the AT field of 
Evangelion, or the conventional use referring to the 
bare skin between a young woman’s socks and her 
skirt. This is the Absolute Territory of the “onii-san.” So 
what is the Absolute Territory of a young man, then? 
For instance, it is the space between the rolled-up 
shirtsleeve of a salaryman and his wristwatch. Or the 
glimpse of wrist between the cuff of the workclothes 
and the work glove. Perhaps the flash of ankle that 
shows when a man seated on the train or something 
casually crosses his legs and the cuff of his slacks rides 
up above his socks. The wrist that peeks from between 
gloves or mittens and cuffs of jackets. Perhaps even 
the flash of neck beneath the chinstrap of a helmet or 
military cap. You may only see a little, but because of 
that tantalizing peek, you watch during those casual 
movements, seeking the territory of those few inches 
of skin that you cannot escape thinking of. That is, 
perhaps, the Absolute Territory of the “onii-san.” 


If you can grasp that feeling even fleetingly through this 
collection and enjoy it as well, that’s all | need to be 
happy. 


—Sachiko Kaneoya 
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Japanese artist Kaneoya Sachiko has been active online for over 
a decade, creating and sharing manga and anime-inspired art 
that explores the monstrous and romantic, the submissive and 


aggressive, the inescapable . . . and the irresistible. 
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